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 TOWN MEETING SCHEDULES

PALMER
Thursday, June 30

Path! nder Regional Vocation-
al Technical High School Commit-
tee, 5 p.m., Path! nder

Friday, June 1
Historical Commission, 10 

a.m., Palmer Public Library

MONSON
Thursday, June 30

Path! nder Regional Vocation-

al Technical High School Commit-
tee, 5 p.m., Path! nder

Tuesday, July 5
Historical Commission, 3 

p.m., Hillside School
Community Preservation 

Committee, 7 p.m., Hillside 
School

Board of Selectmen, 7 p.m., 
Hillside School

Wednesday, July 6
Board of Health, 6 p.m., Hill-

side School
Conservation Commission, 7 

p.m., Hillside School

Businessman shuns 
the limelight

By Douglas Farmer
Staff Writer

PALMER – Although there are 
many members of the local business 
community that are worthy of rec-
ognition, the best track to follow is 
to pick out those that do not seek 
the accolades, said Palmer Rotary 
Club President Theresa Grove. And 
so it was in that spirit that she and 
other Rotarians recently acknowl-
edged Eric Sanderson, owner of 
Sanderson MacLeod and Flamingo 
Motorsports, with the Paul Harris 
Fellow Award.

The award was named in honor 
of Paul Harris, a Chicago, Ill.-based 
attorney who helped found Rotary 
International in 1905, and is be-
stowed since 1957 in honor of an in-
dividual’s humanitarian work in the 
community. And Robert Faulkner, 
present of the local Rotary Founda-
tion committee, presented the cita-
tion at their weekly meeting held at 
Events by Johnsens on Thursday, 
June 16, where Eric was joined by 
his wife Diane, as well as Sanderson 
MacLeod President Marc Borsari 
and Vice President Linda Mitchell, 
herself a Rotarian. 

Grove said the Palmer Rotary 
Club will make a donation to the 
Rotary Foundation, which supports 
education, health care and other 

services all over the world, in Sand-
erson’s name.

“Eric has supported many 
causes over the years including the 
Monson and Palmer libraries, the 
senior centers and Wing Memorial 
Hospital,” said Mitchell. “The day 
after the tornado hit the region, he 
was asking ‘What can I do?’”

Sanderson was born and raised 
in Monson, though he now lives in 
Palmer, and he owned and operated 
Quaboag Country Club until 1999. 
He was brought into Sanderson Ma-

cLeod, a Palmer concern that makes 
twisted wire brushes, by his father 
in 1968 and became president in 
1985. 

He is also, said Mitchell, an 
avid racer in NASCAR’s Whelen 
Modi! ed Tour, winning a champi-
onship in 2006.

“I remember he got a bus and 
brought the Sanderson MacLeod 
employees to Stafford Motor Speed-
way,” she said. 

Palmer Fire Chief Alan Roy 
told the audience last week that his 

agency is one that has bene! ted 
from Sanderson’s generosity over 
the years. And it wasn’t just a ques-
tion of resources; members of his 
family have served on the ! re de-
partment, as well.

“It must have been 17 or 18 
years ago, but I remember after a 
couple children drowned in Spring-
! eld and the ! re services didn’t have 
a sled for water rescue, he asked if 
we had one and I said ‘No’,” said 
Roy. “And later, he asked if we had 
an ATV and I said, ‘No’.

“In both cases, he said that we 
could get what we needed and send 
him the bill, but he always asked for 
nothing to be in the paper. I guess 
he was willing to make an excep-
tion in this case.”

Still, Sanderson himself, who 
is not a Rotarian, was reticent about 
the Paul Harris Fellow Award.

“This is really an honor,” he 
said. “I get an idea in my head and 
I run with it. I know the local emer-
gency services need everyone’s 
support.”

Grove said Sanderson was ul-
timately her choice to receive the 
award and that through his actions 
exempli! ed the mission that Rotary 
tries to instill in its members.

“People know about what Eric 
does, but for me, what stood out 
was that he does it without seeking 
recognition,” she said. “I was kind 
of surprised he was all right with 
the presentation today. But he really 
deserves it.”

Rotary honors Eric Sanderson

HOME FOR SALE
By Owner

Modern Salt Box on 2.85 Wooded Acres
Monson/Wilbraham Line

Open Floor Plan, 2BR, 1.5 Bath, 1,672 Sq. Ft. $250,000
Motivated Seller ~ CALL FOR DETAILS

413-530-8622

JOEL P. GORDON, M.D.
Certified, American Board of Dermatology

Dermatology &
Dermatologic Surgery

Skin Cancer, Moles and Other Skin 
Growths, Acne, Warts, Rashes

85 South St., Ware • (413) 967-2246

SKIN PROBLEM?
Trust a Dermatologist!

CS Services

413-539-1548
csservice@charter.net 

EMERGENCY STORM CLEAN-UP
Tree Removal • Brush Chipping

Backhoe - Bobcat Work
Fully Insured • FREE Estimates

KOZYRA CONSTRUCTION
Modular Homes

Excavation • Demolition • Remodeling • Septic
Building Debris Removed

www.kozyramodular.com
Mass. Licensed & Insured

245-4402
1-413-537-8479

We are accepting
any type of debris.
Mon.-Fri. 7am - 4pm • Sat. 7am-1pm

Charged by the ton
Deliver to:

ABC&D Recycling, Inc.
198 East Street, Ware, MA

Call 413.967.7046 for any questions
email: ABCDRecycling@gmail.com

Quality Modular Homes
by Oak Knoll Builders LLC

66 Main Street
Putnam, CT 06260

Phone 860-963-7411
Fax 860-963-2110

Call Now 860-963-7411
mike@oak-knoll-builders.com
www.oak-knoll-builders.com

MA Lic. 578492

Ranch, Cape, Two Story,
Delivered On Site In 6 Weeks, 10 Year Warranty,

Home Arrives 90% Complete, Your Design or Ours, 
All Appliances Included, Green Built,

Energy Star Rated, Save Time And Money

Model Home Available For Tour  •  Free Quotes

Wales
Irish Pub

Music 8-12 pm

413-245-9730
16 Holland Road, Wales, MA

F R I D A Y, J U LY 1 S T •  8 - 1 2  P M

“ARNO & THE LOWDOWN”
S U N D A Y, J U LY 3 R D •  4 - 8  P M

“WHISKEY HILL”

GREAT
FOOD!

CHECK US OUT ON FACEBOOK!

EVERY SUNDAY!
BRUNCH BUFFET 9-12

STEAMERS
FRIDAYS!

Support
the local

businesses
that support
your local

newspaper.
Let them
know you 

saw their ad 
in the

Journal
Register
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Business owner Eric Sanderson (left) is presented with the Paul 
Harris Fellow Award by Palmer Rotarian Bob Faulkner.The 2011 Convoy for Kids 

will be held on Sunday, 
July 17, and mother-
daughter pair Donna and 

Dawn Basile, of Ludlow, are busy 
organizing the ride for motorcy-
clists and truck drivers that will 
assemble on First Avenue in Chi-
copee, pass through Ludlow and 
end at Crossroads Sportsbar on 
Route 20 in Palmer. The cost to 
enter is $35 for each truck and $20 
for each motorcycle, and registra-
tion forms can be found at www.
ludlowconvoyforkids.com.

A total of 52 trucks and 26 
motorcycles were part of the con-
voy last year, that raised money for 
the Ronald McDonald House in 
Spring! eld, a nonpro! t organiza-
tion that currently houses 22 fami-
lies (with 20 more on the waiting 

list) whose children are being treat-
ed for medical conditions in area 
hospitals. Traditionally, a number 
of those families participate in the 
picnic held in Palmer at the conclu-
sion of the ride. Donna’s husband 
Donald volunteered at the Ronald 
McDonald House for a number of 
years, and the family has always 
been supportive of the facility.

Donna said last year’s ride 
raised $2,000, and Jennifer Put-
nam, executive director of the 
Ronald McDonald House, said 
she hoped to earmark this year’s 
proceeds for the purchase and de-
livery of milk to families that are 
served by the facility. 

For more information on the 
event, visit the website or email 
convoyforkidsludlow@charter.net 
or dawn01056@yahoo.com.

Convoy for Kids…

Turley Publications fi le photo

Dawn (left) and her mother Donna Basile are organizing the 
event for the 15th year on behalf of the Ronald McDonald 
House in Springfi eld.

By Emily Thurlow
Staff Writer

MONSON –As towns start 
to recover and rebuild, Monson 
“green” builder Reed Coles encour-
ages victims of the damage and dev-
astation to repair and rebuild using 
sustainable building practices. Coles 
recently hosted a presentation a 
Quarry Hill Community School ex-
plaining and displaying the process 
and the products that are involved in 
building green. 

During the presentation, Coles 

sat alongside Marc Sternick of Di-
etz & Company Architects, Paul 
Huijing, a local builder of energy 
ef! cient homes and Beth Paulson, a 
H.E.R.S. rater at the Center for Eco-
logical Technology (CET) underlin-
ing methods for sustainable build-
ing practices and materials to use in 
structures as de! ned by Energy Star 
and the United States Green Build-
ing Council’s Leadership in Energy 
and Environmental Design (LEED) 
building codes in a panel discus-
sion. Coles de! ned “green building” 
as the process including the design, 

construction and operation: energy, 
water ef! ciencies, resource-ef! cient 
design and materials, indoor environ-
mental quality, maintenance, and the 
home’s impact on the environment.

“In green building, simple prac-
tices like the positioning of the house 
and having the windows facing to the 
south, capturing passive solar energy 
will help make a home more energy 
ef! cient, thus saving the homeowner 
money when they do not have to pay 
more to heat their home in the win-
ter,” Coles said. 

When planning out the presen-

tation on green building, Coles was 
working to get Mayor Bob Dixson 
of Greensburg, Kan. – a town that 
was 95 percent demolished by a 
May 2007 EF-5 tornado, estimated 
at about 1.7 miles wide - that rebuilt 
itself in green methods to address 
those attending the meeting, but was 
unable to attend. Dixson did write 
Coles a letter that touched upon how 
green building has helped his com-
munity.

The presentation touched on top-

Damage presents chance to build fresh

Please see DAMAGE, Page 6


